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From Joe’s Coffee houfe, Fanuary 8, 


HEN I aminCon- 
verfation, I have 
always a particu- 
lar Humour by 
my felf ; for if I 


hear what I cannot underftand, it is 
a great Trouble to me, and I attri- 
bute iteither to my own want of 
Ability, or conclude that the Com- 
pany I am talking with have a Mind 


to {peak in Parables. I have met 
with many of late who have taken 
upon them this way of Difcourling. 
|} To Day I was puzled with abun- 

dance of new Names and hard 
Words. I defir’d the Gentlemen to 
explain themflves in more _intelligi- 
ble Terms. They told me I flighted 
| Poetry and finenefs of Stile, two 
things whereby a great many Per- 
fons had madetheir Fortunes, and 


upon which they valued themfelves. 
I gave them tounderftand, that I was 
little difpofed to favour their wild 
Notions, becaufe I had not thought 
ft to joyn Poetry to the Study of the 
liberal Arts. Befides (faid I) the 
Paganifm I find fcatter’d in your 
Works contributes much to the cor- 
rupting of the Morals of young Per- 
fons, and thereforeI do not know 
Raillery in that nice Point. When 
thofe Gentlemen unravell’d to me 
fome of their intricate Phrafes, I 
found the Explications to be the Fi- 
gures of Impicty. So not agreein 
in our Converfe, I left them, an 
went to feek for other fort of Com- 
pany. I accidentally met with a 
Gentlewoman who has lately been 
delivered from the Slavery ofa clofe 
Confinement. You mutt know the 
was a Boarder in a reputable Family, 
and fpent her time land the Death 
of her Parents in the common Di- 
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verfions of the Town, Pride and 
Vanity, and keeping Company with 
Men. The latter Crime fhe had 
from her Mother, but was led into 
th: former by an Aétrefs who lodg’d 
fame Houfe. Her Eftate was 
fulncient to maintain a Perfon of 
Honour, but fomething too {mall to 
make pompous Entertainments. Her 
frequent Excefles had reduc’d her to 
fuch a neceflitous Condition, that the 
Talley Men were continually haun- 
ting her to difcharge her Weckly 
Payments. ‘This Indigence put her 
Thoughts upon the Anvil in order 
to forge out new Schemes to fupport 
hericlf in the way of Life from 
which fhe was fallen. There’s never 
wanting fome good natur'd People 
to fend Perfons an account of what 
they have no mind to hear; though 
oftentimes things prove contrary to 
their Expectations. Meflengers were 
difpatch'd privately to her Friends 
about her Exceffes, and of the Com. 
pany, the Pleafures, the Diftrefles, 
and Entertainments, in which this 
fair Lady had pafs’d away the beft 
part of two Years. Her Uncle, the 
only Relation fhe had left, received 
the Narrative with all the Sorrow of 
an afletionate Man ; but frequently 
confulted his Books and his Conf. 
ence in order to find proper Me- 
thods for redeeming his Kinfwoman 
out of the Snares and Mifchiefs of 
DiftraGtion. After many Reflections 
and Debates within himfelf he came 
at laft ro this Refolution, that Tem- 
ptations are the ufual Snares which 
—— upon young People all the 
Misfortunes incident to their render 


Years. Hemade a Vifit to the mj 

ferable Objeét, and engaged her by 
Promifes and Refolves to change the 
Courfes fhe had unhappily run into. 
You may be fure there was no want 
of Proteftations of Amendment in f 
poor and fhatter’'d aSrate as the 
beautiful Lady was reduc'd to ; but 
fcarce was fhe delivered from her 
Bondage, and a goed Sum paid 
down for her future Maintenance, 
but like the Prodigals of the Times 
fhe return’d to her former riotous 
way of Living ; and now treats her 
Company with as noble and gene- 
rous a Temper as ever. They who 
had forfaken her in the Days of Pe- 
nury, are now as frequent in their 
Vifits as the Sun isin itsCourfe.I told 
her that thefe forts of Guefts would 
foon bring her under her former: 
Circumftances, and then fhe would 
fee them no more, or be fcarce fo 
much as pity’d by them in her ut- 
moft Extremity. 








From Arundel-ftreet, Fanuary 9. 


"T Here is an Habit or Cuftom pra- 
chifed in this Town, that I muft 
proteft againft ; but fear I fhall ne- 
ver fee remedied. Men of curious 
Speculations and nice Taftes com- 
mit many grofs Errors. They pry 
into the narrow Affairs of Perfons 
and Families, much beneath their 
Quality. Ihave reafon to know this 
matter as well as any body; for I 
have, when! was underthe Care of 
my Superiours.been blam’d for mak- 
ing Obfervations upon other — 
uft- 
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Bufinefs ; though at the fame time 1 
muft own, that the obferving of the 
little Changes and Revolutions in 
Peoples Livesand Praétices firft gave 
mean Idea and Curiofity to fearch 
into Aétions of a far more fublime 
Nature, which I have fince arrived 
at to fome Perfeétion. Many a Man 
has fufter’d Shipwrack by this gene- 
ral want of Skill in common Occur- 
rences. I know a Gentleman who 
has been bred up at Court, and liv'd 
without taking Notice of any thin 

but what was great, now reduc’d, 
and under no {mall Perplexity. This 
unhappy Favourite coming to fee 
meat my Brother’s in W%bite-Chapel, 
loft his way, and tho’ many People 
direéted him, he forgot what they 
fiid to him ; as having had but lirtle 
Converfe with the inferiour Part of 
Mankind. In his Profperity he look’d 
upon all under the Quality of a Gen- 
tleman as not worthy his regard,and 
now every Body above a Day-La- 
bourer looks upon him as a defpica- 
ble Obje&t. Ihave gathered abun- 
dance of Inftruction from fuch In- 
ftances, and would have others make 
ufe of the fame to their own Benefit. 
Isit not Piry that a Man who has 
liv'd thirty or forty Years in great 
Splendour within the Verge of the 
Court, fhould at laft be raifed up to 
a Garret, and defpifed by every illi- 
terate Coxcomb ? nota few have fell 
under this unhappy Fate. The oc- 
cafion of fo many Gentlemen being 
thus reduc’d is owing in a great mea- 
fure to their own Negligence, as not 
® acquainting themfelves with the Cu- 
| ftoms and Conftitutions of the infe- 


rior Part of the Creation. But Mat- 
ters are fo far from being mended; 
that they feem to grow worfe ; for 
Perfons moving ina lower Sphere 
—_ to defpife all beneath them as 
well as the Courtiers. Had I not put 
on my beftApparel this Day,I fhould 
have been kept out of fume Com. 
pany as a Friend of mine was, who 
told me, that by reafon of his mean 
Habit he had been fhut out of the 
Society of two Merchants. I, to let 
him fee the Ficklenefs of Mens Hu- 
mours, lent him a fuit of Cloaths, 
and trim’d him up very handfomly 
with a Long Wig and Sword, as if 
he had been juft advanc’d to his for- 
mer Poft. In this Equipage we went 
to the two Perfons but now mentio- 
ned. At our entrance they immedi- 
ately gave him Audience, and com- 
plimented him to the upper end of 
the Table with much Ceremony. 
Sir (faid they) we are heartily glad to 
fee you; we hope you'll honour us 
in letting us have your Cuftom as 
formerly. Weknow you are com- 
ing into greater Dealings than ever. 
I met with another Example of the 
like Nature very lately, A decay’d 
Gentleman went to vifit a Mafter- 
Taylor with whom he had laid out 
no {mall Sums for the Cloathing of 
himfelf and Family. The Taylor 
perceiving his prefent ill Circum- 
ftances, would not admit him any 
farther chan juft within the threfhold 
of his Door, and told him, if he 
brought no Orders for recruiting, he 
had nothing at all to fay to him. 
Thus by confidering that the turns 
of the World are ufually fo very in- 

trigate, 
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tri ate that you aa ag {3 you go 
abri vad a id enc C > int 0 tae trit ing 
part of human Socie tye afily di fc era 


' 
you are {teering x if 


what Latitud 





yom Gr cfha m-C 


Esai ro the C 
ning im expect ition 
Mathematical Lecture, I on! 
anoldGaxleman who ¥ as a grea 
Antiquary, W aking inthe Hall, 
ask’d him the occalion of the Suf 
pention of Bulinels for that Day, 
with other Queltions, sin he a 
{wered Being v ry 
embracing all Opp seanitie t 0 im- 
prove my Judgm. nt, I invited my 
felf to his Houfe » Kee the Ethgics 
of Alexander, Auguftus and Nero 
Gold Medals, which he told me ie 
had by him, with fome other curi- 
ous Medals and Coins that hada 
particular Signification. Now, tho’ 
[ had always run through the ¢ ‘ourfe 
of moft Sciences with the rick ft 
Enquiry into their Caufes,; Ic wuld 
not tell the meaning of two Figures. 
Task'd him why forme Pieces he had 
fhewn me only reprefented Defor- 
mitics and not Abe appearance of 
Princes or Heroes. I may (fays | s he 
retort upon you 


» Fan 9. 


'lege this Mor- 
to heara 


y found 


what one 
learned Phytician, why certain Si: 

tucs of Brafs bear the Marks of tlic 
Kiffes which are given them, and 
that no fuch thing was ever percei- 


ask’ Ga 


efirous ot 


ved on the Face of the moft famou 
Courtefans ? The Phyfician to! 
him, were expofed for 
many | Ages tothe Devotion of a 
prodig i10U Nom r of Peop! ie, ve C 
that hh Duration of Beauty is vc 
(hort. He was not fatisfied with th 
but faid, that the difference between 
the h oy n efs of the Brafs, and the 
foftn the Flcfh, ought to make 
cued ; and fo much ¢) 
more, becaufe the Kiffesof Refped 
Which are given to the cungh are 
very fuperfcial, ¢ and d con’tcome near 
the forc cableIm; reflionof the others. 
1 he Phyfician was fenfible o 7 thefe 
two Difparitics, and gave another 
Reafon ; which was, that an atcver 
the rubbing takes off from the Sta. 
tuc, is loft for ever ; whereas what is 
loft in living Bodies is reftored by 
their Nourifhmenr. I was f& we'll 
fatiied with the Converfation of this 
Vertuofo. that I told him, of all the 
hne Interludes I had ever feen, none 
gave me a more lively Idea than 
what he had difc »vered to me by his 
numerous Curiofities, and the ap 
plying them {fo opportunely to the 
pbs os Blemifhes of humane 
Nature: For the Veflels in which 
Gran deur and Fame are lodg’d, and 
receive their firft Beings, foon dye 
and extinguifh ; but the Images of 
Marble and Brafs remain perfect, 
as {tanding Monuments to the lateft 
Ages. 
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